Dwelling On a Dwelling

Dream Construct

David and Gill Wilson built their contemporary home in Sanur. It was a dream build...

What made you decide to buy in Bali?
‘We have always loved Bali and have been
coming here for many years. After we relo-
cated to Bali for work reasons we thought
about buying, that was in 2002, Shortly after
we arrived however there was the terrorist
attack in Kuta. At that time | thought what a
good thing we didn’t buy! But as time went
on | could see that property prices didn't
drop in the slightest and after a wery short
interval, demand was actually increasing
for villas, In light of all that, we decided Bal
would be a strong investment.

Why Sanur? .

We love Sanur! The village has an old world
charm to it, beautiful old tree-lined streets,
moss covered walls and of course one of
the best white sand beaches in Bali, where
we love 1o spend our Sundays. We chose
Sanur initially because of the close pros-
imity to the international schoal but now
would not want 1o live anywhere else. We
can travel to any of the popular restaurants
in Legian and Seminyak in 30 minutes but
return and wake up in peace and quiet the
next day. Sanur has a residential feel about
it, just pass by Café Batu Jimbar on Sunday
and you will see what | mean,

On looking for land, did any friends and
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frenemies tell you horror stories about
buying and building in Bali? What was
the worst tale?

One story was that somecne had bought a
property and when it was almost finished
found out it wasr't in the location that they
thought it was at all! Another friend built a
beautiful house only to find the access road
was promptly closed and only a scooter
could get through.

How did you find the land you bought?

| found this land with the help of my con-
tractor and builder, who knew | was loaking
for somewhere in Sanur.

How big is the plot? And what did it
cost?

Nine are, or about 900 5q. meters. As for cost,
it was reascnablé enough for us to develop
but expensive enough that we had to build
a luxury villa on it. In other wards, today’s
land ¢ost is becoming so expensive that the
days of building a cheaper residence are
long gone, at least in prime locations.

Why is Sanur more expensive than, let’s
say, Seminyak?

Sanur land has always been the most ex-
pensive in Bali, partly | think due to the fact
that most landowners in Sanur are guite
wealthy and have a sort of "take it or leave

it"attitude, and parthy because land is Sanur
is so limited. Prime land is only available be-
tween the Grand Bali Beach and Jalan Tan-
jung, which is a relatively srmall area. When
you take into account also that most land
and villa owners in Sanur don’t want to sell
and tend to be longer term residents, you
can see how prices are driven up by the lack
of supply.

Is this the first house you have ever
owned?

No, we had a place in London and before
this angother villa in Sanur.

Where have you lived previously?
Londan, Jakarta, Adelaide, New Delhi, Fuku-
oka, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore and finally
Bali. We saved the best for last!

What is the cash difference between
what you planned to spend on the
house and what you actually ended up
spending?

About 20 per cent, but not due to any budg-
et overruns, only because | got carried away
and started spending more on some of the
areas than we originally planned. I think this
15 quite cormmaon when you build your cwn
villa, unless you have amazing self-control.
Your criteria for choosing one architect
over another?









